Journal, says: "There are three objections to scarifying the gums : First, the pain and struggling of the child ; second, the increased difficulty of teething arising from the cicatrix; third, the danger of haemorrhage.
The consequnt relief is much more than sufficient to counterbalance the pain. Often the itching of the gums is so intolerable that the impression of the lancet is agreeable. I have known a child to close its jaws 011 the instrument and press it into the gum with evident satisfaction. 
